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Introduction
The public higher education outlook for fall 1993

is somewhat better, both for institutions and for their
students, than it has been in recent years. Student
charges continue to rise at public, four-year institu-
tions, however, in contrast to the double-digit
increases of the past two years, the rate of increase
for student tuition and fees has returned to the level
that it held throughout most of the '80s. Tuition and
fees for undergraduate residents increased by 7.6
percent this year, compared with 10.4 percent
between fall 1991 and fall 1992, and 13.6 percent
between fall 1990 and fall 1991. The leveling off of
the rate of increase in student charges may be due in
part to recovering state economies and efforts on the
part of institutions and systems of higher education
to streamline operating budgets. Though in many
cases state appropriations for higher education
continue to fall short of the mark, numerous institu-
tions report that their own fiscal situation has stabi-
lized if not improved over the last year. (Faculty
salary freezes, prevalent during the last few years,
are being lifted, and other areas have seen improve-
ment as well. A smaller percentage have reported or
expect to experience increases in the number of
students applying for aid, reductions in access to
student services and deferral of building repair and
rehabilitation.)

In the early 1980s, undergraduate resident tuition
and fees climbed at a rate of almost 15 percent a
year. By 1985, however, the increase had dropped to
7 percent, and for the next six years it remained at
about that level, reflecting increased state appropria-
tions to public colleges and universities and unantici-
pated increases in enrollment. In fall of 1991, the
percent increase again shot up to nearly 14 percent
and stayed in the double-digits for the following
year. This fall the increase returns to a mid -'80s
level. Whether a similar rate of increase is likely to
continue for the next several years, as happened in
the '80s, is uncertain since state higher education
appropriations, unlike state economies, still show
little sign of recovery, much less of keeping pace

with inflation. The findings for the fall 1993 survey
of student charges at public, four-year institutions
are as follows:

Undergraduate Tuition and Fees. Resident
undergraduate tuition and fees rose by 7.6 percent,
from an average cost of $2,263 in fall 1992 to
$2,434 in fall 1993. Nonresident undergraduate
tuition and fees rose by 7.1 percent, from $5,982
in fall 1992 to $6,408 in fall 1993. The percent
increase for nonresident undergraduates is slightly
less this year than that for resident undergraduates,
although an increasing number of state institutions
are moving towards full recovery of the cost of
instruction from nonresident students. (Table 1)

4

Room and Board Charges. Room and board
charges increased from an average of $3,374 in fall
1992 to $3,520 in fall 1993. This represents a 4.3-
percent rise in cost from last year to this year,
down slightly from the 4.7-percent rise in cost
from fall 1991-92. (Table 2)

Graduate Tuition and Fees. Graduate charges
also increased at a substantially lower rate this
year than last year. Last fall graduate charges rose
by 10-12 percent, while this year's resident gradu-
ate tuition and fees rose by 7.9 percent. Average
cost was $2,803 this fall versus $2,598 last fall.
Nonresident graduate tuition and fees rose by 7.4
percent, from $6,081 in fall 1992 to $6,529 in fall
1993. Again, as with the undergraduate charges,
the increase for nonresident graduates was slightly
less this year than that for resident graduates.
(Table 3)

First Professional Charges. Law charges contin-
ue to increase at a higher rate. Tuition and fees for
resident law students increased by 11.5 percent.
The previous fall, resident law charges had risen
by 11.2 percent. Nonresident law charges, on the
other hand , rose by 9.4 percent this fall, compared
with 9.8 percent in fall of 1992. Average resident



tuition and fees for law students now total $4,446,
while nonresident tuition and fees total $9,797.
Medical resident charges increased at a lower rate
than last year: 6.9 percent this year versus 9.4
percent last year. Medical nonresident charges
increased by 6.5 percent, about the same rate as
last year's increase (6.3 percent). Current medical
resident charges total $8,178 this fall: nonresident
charges total $17,573. Veterinary resident and
nonresident tuition and fees rose at a somewhat
higher rate than last fall. Resident charges in-
creased by 8.2 percent in fall 1993, compared with
7.5 percent in fall 1992. Nonresident charges
increased by 6.4 percent in fall 1993, versus 5.7
percent in fall 1992. Dentistry resident and nonres-
ident charges also rose at a slightly higher rate this
year. Resident tuition and fees went from $6,955
in fall 1992 to $7,571 in fall 1993, an increase of
8.9 pc: cent. Nonresident tuition and fees went
from $14,902 last fall to $15,889 this fall, an
increase of 6.6 percent. (Table 4)

Table 1
1992 and 1993 Average Undergraduate

Tuition/Fees

Number of
Institutions Percent
Responding 1992 1993 Increase

Resident
AASCU 293 2,106 2,255 7.1

NASULGC 123 2,480 2,685 8.3

Non-Affiliated 60 2,527 2.735 8.2

Overall 452 2,2631 2.434 7.6

Nonresident
AASCU 293 5,512 5,904 7.1

NASULGC 122 6,951 7,460 7.3

Non-Affiliated 58 6,382 6,796 6.5

Overall 449 5,982 6,408 7.1
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Table 2
>492 & 1993 Average Undergraduate Room and

Board Charges

Number of
Institutions Percent
Responding 1992 1993 Increase

AASCU 235 3,243 3,384 4.3

NASULGC 104 3,487 3,636 4.3

Non-Affiliated 27 4,119 4,269 3.6

Overall 348 3,374 3,520 4.3

Table 3
1992 and 1993 Average Graduate Tuition/Fees

Number of
Institutions Percent
Responding 1992 1993 Increase

Resident
AASCU 253 2,318 2,486 7.2

NASULGC 123 2,891 3,142 8.7

Non-Affiliated 49 3,297 3,573 8.4

Overall 401 2,598 2,803 7.9

Nonresident
AASCU 252 5,465 5,847 7.0

NASULGC 122 7,089 7,644 7.8

Non-Affiliated 49 6,911 7,411 7.2

Overall 399 6,081 6,529 7.4

Table 4
1992 and 1993 Average First Professional
Program Charges (AASCU and NASULGC)

Number of
Institutions Percent
Responding 1992 1993 Increase

Law
Resident 70 3,987 4,446 11.5

Nonresident 68 8,957 9,797 9.4
MedkIne

Resident 67 7,651 8,178 6.9

Nonresident 63 16,503 17,573 6.5
Veterinary Medicine

Resident 22 5,266 5,696 8.2

Nonresident 21 13,181 14,027 6.4
Dentistry

Resident 33 6,955 7,571 8.9

Nonresident 32 14,902 15,889 6.6



Average Tuition by State
Increases in resident undergraduate tuition and

fees charges from fall 1992 to fall 1993 varied by
state, though the variability in percent increases was
less than the previous fall's. For example, this year
the majority of states experienced rises in tuition and
fees of between 4 and 7 percent, with 13 states
reporting double-digit increases. In contrast, last
fall's tuition and fees increases by state were more
varied, including 18 states which reported double-
digit increases. The largest increases for fall 1993
were experienced in Louisiana (21.3 percent),
Alaska (19.5 percent), District of Columbia (17.3
percent), California (16.3 percent- down from 29.0
percent last fall) and Arizona (16.2 percent). In fall
1992, the largest increases occurred in California,
Puerto Rico (28.3 percent), New York (19.8 per-
cent), Texas (19.1 percent) and Montana (18.2
percent). In the case of California, extremely diffi-
cult economic and fiscal conditions contributed to
the high rate of increase. Similarly, in Louisiana and

Alaska, the state's ability to support public institu-
tions of higher education is becoming increasingly
weakened. Both Puerto Rico and New York had
notably high rates of increase for the previous two
years running, however this year's figures dropped
dramatically to 4.7 and 1.0 percent, respectively
(53.2 and 37.7 percent increases were reported for
New York and Puerto Rico in fall of 1991)1 Excep-
tionally small increases occurred in Mississippi (0.7
percent), Nevada (0.9 percent) and New York (1.0
percent). Two of the states reporting the largest
increases this fall, Arizona and Louisiana, had
demonstrated very low increases in tuition andfees
for the previous two years running. (Table 5)2

1It should be noted that the increase calculated for New York does not
reflect the impact of a new policy in the CUNY System implemented last year.
According to this policy, new (first-time) students pay different charges per
year than continuing students, The lower rate for continuing students will be

phased out over the next few years as these students graduate. The 1992 and

1993 average charges and percent changer for New York are based on the

lower, "continuing student" rate, as this rate more closely reflects the current
composition of the student body.

2It should be noted that a 100 percent response was not achieved in each
state, thus actual state averages may differ from these calculations.
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Table 5
Average Undergraduate

Resident Tuition and Fees by State

Number of
Institutions

State Responding

1992
Average

1993
Average

Percent
Change

Alabama 13 1,850 1,953 5.6

Alaska 2 1,675 2,001 19.5

Arizona 4 1,559 1,811 16.2

Arkansas 8 1,584 1,725 8.9

California 30 1,950 2,268 16.3

Colorado 13 2,023 2,077 2.7

Connecticut 3 2,365 2,530 7.0

Delaware 2 2,755 2,957 7.3

District of Columbia 1 830 974 17.3

Florida 8 1,700 1,767 3.9

Georgia 11 1,745 1,806 3.5

Hawaii 3 1,192 1,229 3.1

Idaho 3 1,423 1,515 6.5

Illinois 12 2,483 2,594 4.5

Indiana 13 2,240 2,406 7.4

Iowa 3 2,228 2,352 5.6

Kansas 6 1,864 1,984 6.4

Kentucky 8 1,641 1,845 12.4

Louisiana 12 1,799 2,183 21.3

Maine 8 2,900 3,113 7.3

Maryland 12 2,859 3,231 13.0

Massachusetts 11 3,477 3,709 6.7

Michigan 15 2,975 3,252 9.3

Minnesota 9 a, 2,599 2,722 4.7

Mississippi 8 2,279 2,295 0.7

Missouri 12 2,153 2,366 9.9

Montana 5 1,734 1,895 9.3

Nebraska 7 1,748 1,826 4.5

continued on page 4



State

Table 5

Number of
Institutions
Responding

continued

1992
Average

1993
Average

Percent
Change

Nevada 2 1,650 1,665 0.9

New Hampshire 3 3,237 3,594 11.0

New Jersey 10 3,420 3,620 5.8

New Mexico 5 1,518 1,646 8.4

New York 30 2,790 2,818 1.0

North Carolina 11 1,256 1,398 11.3

North Dakota 6 1,846 1,958 6.1

Ohio 17 2,931 3,080 5.1

Oklahoma 10 1,407 1,507 7.1

Oregon 4 2,638 2,815 6.7

Pennsylvania 19 3,802 4,075 7.2

Puerto Rico 4 1,347 1,410 4.7

Rhode island 2 3,019 3,242 7.4

South Carolina 8 2,618 2,888 10.3

South Dakota 6 2,131 2,240 5.1

Tennessee 10 1,691 1,787 5.7

Texas 23 1,289 1,435 11.3

Utah 4 1,741 1,853 6.4

Vermont 1 6,166 6,400 3.8

Virgin Islands 1 1,440 1,596 10.8

Virginia 11 3,400 3,684 8.4

Washington 5 1,987 2,210 11.2

West Virginia 9 1,747 1,881 7.7

Wisconsin 8 2,047 2,173 6.2

Policy Changes and the Instructional
Environment on Campuses

Recent fiscal problems in public higher education
focussed attention on higher education appropria-
tions, especialy the mid-year funding cutbacks that
have caused so much confusion. Initial enacted
appropriations for public colleges have not kept up
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with inflation in the last three fiscal years, and the
loss to inflation has greatly exceeded the funds lost
to mid-year cuts. Concern over funding has made
policies concerning tuition and fees, enrollment
management, nonresident versus resident status,
campus staffing and faculty workloads more salient
as campuses attempt to provide the same level of
service to students with fewer resources.

The fall 1993 student charges survey asked
questions about campus conditions and policies,
looking at charges and other areas of impact on
students and instruction. (Percentages discussed
below are based on the number of respondents who
answered a particular question. The response rates
for particular items ranged from 65 to 70 percent for
the questions, excluding the items asking about
whether particular changes were related to current
state economic and fiscal conditions, which ranged
from 46 to 78 percent.)

Respondents were asked to describe fiscal condi-
tions on their campuses, and slightly more than half,
51.5 percent, indicated that the situation was aver-
age. When asked to compare the current fiscal
condition of their campus to last fall, 42.4 percent
responded that the situation was the same as last
year. The situation was seen as somewhat worse
than last fall by 26.9 percent, while 23.9 percent of
the respondents thought it was somewhat better. As
might be expected, the majority of respondents, 60
percent, said that an increasing number of students
had requested aid, and another 28.6 percent expect-
ed more aid requests. Almost half, 45.8 percent,
indicated that students would be eligible for greater
amounts of aid, due to greater need, and another
27.7 percent expected this to happen. A majority, 64
percent, indicated that their campuses had not
reduced access to student services.

Campuses continue to make up for decreased
state appropriations by passing on costs to students.
A clear majority, 86.4 percent, indicated that they
had increased fees. Almost a third, 31.3 percent, had
established new fees on their campuses. It should be
kept in mind that the costs of fiscal problems are
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passed to students not just through increases in
tuition and fees, but through decreases in the servic-
es and facilities paid for by these charges. At about
one third of the campuses, 37.8 percent, building
repair and rehabilitation had been deferred. Howev-
er, almost as large a proportion, 36.8 percent, did
not expect such deferral to occur. Cuts in out-of-
state travel funds are often a response to funding
shortfalls, and 32 percent of the campuses experi-
enced travel restrictions. About a third of the cam-
puses, 35.7 percent, reduced maintenance funds.
Some of the consequences of the reductions in
repair and maintenance will only be apparent in the
future.

A few campuses have changed internal billing
procedures on campus, either raising the charges to
offices for services such as printing, or instituting
charges for services previously provided "for free."
In some instances, campus offices newly billed for
copying or facing higher copying charges may pass
some of these costs on to students who need copies
of records. About one fifth of the respondents, 22.1
percent, indicated that this had happened, while a
fourth, 26.6 percent, expected it to occur. Changes
in personnel practices have followed fiscal problems,
as well, with almost half of the respondents, 48.5
percent, indicating that administrative positions have
been left unfilled. Another 44.2 percent indicated
that administrative positions had been eliminated. A
similar proportion, 50.5 percent, reported that staff
positions had been left unfilled on their campuses,
and 44.4 percent indicated that staff positions had
been eliminated. These cutbacks are not without
consequences for students, as the functions previ-
ously performed by these personnel are left undone
or take longer to get done.

Almost a third of the respondents, 30.4 percent,
reported enrollment limits were in place. (It should
be noted that these enrollment limits often predate
the current fiscal problems of public colleges, and
are often a response to other factors.) As states look
for more ways to balance higher education costs and
revenues, one factor that has taken on increasing

importance is the amount charged to non-resident
students. Almost a fifth of the reporting campuses,
19.6 percent, indicated that changes in non-resident
tuition policy had occurred. Since all states charge
lower tuition to their residents, some states have
become more vigilant about checking the residency
status of students, and made the definition of a
resident more stringent. Ten percent of the respon-
dents reported changed policies in this area. Some
states have also examined their reciprocity agree-
ments with neighboring jurisdictions to see where
savings may be found, 8.1 percent of the campuses
reported changes in this area.

The consequences of fiscal constraints directly
affect the delivery of instruction. The number of
course sections available was reduced at almost a
third of the reporting institutions, 30.9 percent, and
another 15.1 percent expected this to happen. The
number of class selections had been reduced at 29.5
percent of the campuses, and another 14.6 percent
thought this was likely to occur. Cutbacks in instruc-
tion have gone further than individual classes to
include whole programs, with programs cut or
consolidated at 28.5 percent of reporting campuses
and such changes expected at 22.6 percent. Full-
time faculty positions have been left unfilled at 44.6
percent of the campuses, and cut at 28.8 percent of
them. Similarly part-time faculty positions have been
left unfilled at 34.9 percent of the institutions, and
cut at 32.5 percent of them. When faculty are cut it
is logical to expect that some classes or programs
will be cut as well. It would also be expected that
instructional workloads would have to be increased
to prevent too great a decrease in instructional
offerings, and 25.9 percent of the reporting campus-
es increased workloads, with another 30.2 percent
expecting this to happen. Even when students are
able to schedule the classes they want, on many
campuses they will find them larger than previously,
with 34.5 percent reporting class size increases, and
another 39 percent expecting them. Cutbacks in
library acquisitions may make faculty and student
research more difficult, and affect the quality of

8
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instruction. Such cuts were reported on 28 percent
of the campuses, and another 20.5 percent thought
this was likely to happen. Cutbacks have also been
made in the area of equipment and supplies, with
40.3 percent of the respondents indicating that such
cuts have been made, and 24 percent indicating that
they expect them.

Table 6
Fiscal Condition on Campus in Fall 1993

Percent of Respondents
below above

poor average average average excellent

How would you
describe the fall
1993 fiscal
condition of your
institution? 2.2 30.1 51.5 14.2 2.0

Table 7
Fiscal Condition on Campus Compared to Fall '92

Percent of Respondents
much somewhat somewhat much
worse worse same better better

How does the fall
1993 fiscal condition
compare to last year? 6.7 26.9 42.4 23.9 0.0

Table 8
Changes in Campus Policies

Enrollment limits established
Changes made or proposed
in reciprocity aggreements

Changes made or proposed
in policy for setting nonresident
tuition and ,ees

Changes made or proposed
in the rules for classifying students
as residents

Percent of Respondents

Yes no

30.4 69.6

8.1 91.9

19.6 80.4

10.0 90.0

6

Table 9
Status of Specific Conditions on Campus

Conditions Facing Students
Increased number of students

has
occurred

Percent of Respondents
not

likely expected
to occur to occur

don't
know

requesting financial aid ' 60.0 28.6 6.8 4.6

Students eligible for greater
amounts of aid 45.8 27.7 19.1 7.4

Access to student
services reduced 10.2 20.3 64.0 5.6

Institutional Operations and Policies
Existing fees increased 86.4 4.7 8.4 0.5

New fees established 31.1 13.3 53.6 2.0

New construction deferred 18.7 11.1 58.7 11.4

Building repair or rehab
deferred 37.8 20.3 36.8 5.0

Out-of-state travel funds
reduced 32.0 18.5 45.0 4.5

Non-personnel operating
expenses reduced 41.9 19.1 35.5 3.5

Funds for maintenance
and grounds reduced 35.7 15.5 42.9 6.0

Use of contract employees 17.3 14.8 49.7 18.1

Use of private firms to provide
some services 23.5 17.5 43.5 15.4

Change in budgeting
practices to increase
accountability 32.7 29.2 30.9 7.2

New or higher internal billing
for services 22.1 26.6 41.5 9.8

Administrative positions
left unfilled 48.5 14.1 34.9 2.5

Administrative positions
eliminated 44.2 12.6 40.5 2.8

Administrative pay frozen 24.1 9.9 55.2 10.9

Staff positions left unfilled 50.5 13.3 34.5 1.8

Staff positrons eliminated 44.4 12.3 40.1 33

Staff pay frozen 21.1 9.9 58.4 10.7

Tuition caps instituted 14.0 4.5 76.5 5.0

Fee caps instituted 13.1 3.5 77.5 5.8

Condition of instruction
Course sections reduced 30.9 15.1 52.8 1.3

Class selections reduced 29.5 14.6 54.7 1.3

continued on page 4



Table 9 continued

has
occurred

Percent of Respondents
not

likely expected don't
to occur to occur know

Programs cut or consolidated 28.5 2:".6 45.0 3.8

Full-time faculty ;".ositions
left unfilled 44.6 14.9 37.5 3.0

Full-time faculty positions cut 28.8 13.1 54.8 3.3

Full-time faculty pay frozen 19.9 8.7 60.5 11.0

Part-time faculty positions
left unfilled 34.9 14.0 45.9 5.1

Part-time faculty positions cut 32.5 17.1 45.0 5.4

Part-time faculty pay frozen 19.3 12.4 55.2 13.1

Increased instructional
workload 25.9 30.2 39.7 4.2

Increased class size 34.5 39.0 24.8 1.8

Increased use of nontraditional
instructional delivery systems 18.3 37.6 35.1 9.0

Library acquisitions reduced/
eliminated 28.0 20.5 47.0 4.5

Funds for equipment and
supplies reduced 40.3 24.0 33.5 2.3

Research support decreased 19.3 19.6 51.1 9.9

Loss of faculty to other
institutions 28.2 21.7 38.5 11.6

l0

Methodology
The survey and summary, Student Charges at

Public Institutions, is an annual project jointly
produced by the National Association of State
Universities and Land-Grant Colleges and the
American Association of State Colleges and Univer-
sities. The survey was mailed in June to 577 public,
four-year institutions of higher education in the
United States and its territories: approximately 84
percent, or 485 colleges and universities, responded.
These colleges and universities included 281
AASCU members, 104 NASULGC members, 25
members of both AASCU and NASULGC and 75
nonaffiliated, public, four-year colleges and universi-
ties.

Survey forms are preprinted with the previous fall
data so that respondents may correct figures. Slight
year-to-year variations in average charges are due to
corrections made by the institutions. Guidelines
developed for the survey seek a consistency of
response by specifying conventions for reporting
typical annual student charges for full-time students.
Data are reported in three groupings: AASCU
members, NASULGC members, and institutions not
affiliated with either organization. It is important to
note that the AASCU and NASULGC memberships
are not mutually exclusive. Consequently, institu-
tions holding dual membership will be counted twice
when figuring rates for the associations but only
once when calculating the overall rate or national
average. This may occasionally result in a national
average which is seemingly lower than any of the
three groups' averages which contribute to it.

To reduce production costs and improve timeli-
ness of data reporting, the institutional listings
printed as appendices to the report were made
available to all survey participants on diskette by the
end of September 1993. A notice was sent out to the
participating institutions specifying the appropriate
procedure for obtaining the survey data. For infor-
mation call Heather Strand or Bob Sweeney at 202/
293-7070.
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